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Abstract

The importance of language training for professionals is highlighted,
particularly in the context of the global significance of the English
language. In Ecuador, the lack of emphasis on teaching foreign
languages has led to challenges in English comprehension among
students. A study at the University of Guayaquil aims to assess the
impact of English language teaching methodologies on students'
communicative competence in civil engineering. The research
methodology involves observations, surveys, and analysis to
improve English language programs and enhance student support.
This comprehensive study seeks to identify challenges and
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advantages in teaching English as a foreign language, emphasizing
student development and linguistic skills.

Keywords: Linguistic competence, Pedagogical proposal, English
for Specific Purposes, Language skills

Resumen

Se destaca la importancia de la formacion lingiistica de los
profesionales, sobre todo en el contexto de la importancia mundial
de la lengua inglesa. En Ecuador, la falta de énfasis en la ensefianza
de lenguas extranjeras ha provocado problemas de comprension del
inglés entre los estudiantes. Un estudio realizado en la Universidad
de Guayaquil pretende evaluar el impacto de las metodologias de
enseflanza del inglés en la competencia comunicativa de los
estudiantes de ingenieria civil. La metodologia de investigacion
involucra observaciones, encuestas y analisis para mejorar los
programas de inglés y mejorar el apoyo a los estudiantes. Este
estudio integral busca identificar retos y ventajas en la ensefianza del
inglés como lengua extranjera, haciendo énfasis en el desarrollo y
las competencias lingiiisticas de los estudiantes.

Palabras clave: Competencia lingliistica, Propuesta pedagogica,
Inglés para fines especificos, Habilidades lingiiisticas.

Introduction

The English language has become a global language, and so the
study of foreign languages is increasingly being incorporated into
the professional training of specialists across a wide range of profiles
today. One expert has claimed that language training can help in all
professional fields as stated, “The effectiveness of their language
training will have a significant impact on how well they are able to
address challenges related to their professional development and
expand their relationships with foreign partners.” (Crystal, 2003). As
this quote shows, language learning has a lot of benefits in the
professional world to get more opportunities. Therefore, this is an
important fact for people entering the modern professional world. In
conclusion, the English language is a global language, and the study
of the foreign language is increasingly important.

Furthermore, due to the lack of emphasis placed on teaching foreign
languages, such as English, students in Ecuador of all educational
levels had almost no ability to apprehend English and other

18



Sinergias educativas

October - December Vol. 9 —4 - 2024
http://sinergiaseducativas.mx/index.php/revista/

languages. Several decades ago, many academic programs did not
require learning a second language. English was regarded as an
elective topic in Ecuador meaning that each educational
establishment had the discretion to include it or not in its curriculum.
Thus, it is impossible to determine how many hours of foreign
language instruction were provided to the typical Ecuadorian student
during their public education years. To conclude, due to the lack of
emphasis placed on teaching foreign languages in Ecuador, many
students have a hard time understanding English.

The goal of this study is to establish the relationship between the
pedagogical proposal for teaching English as a foreign language at
the University of Guayaquil's Faculty of Mathematical and Physical
Sciences and its impact on the development of communicative
competence in students pursuing careers in civil engineering.
Moreover, the goal is the identification of the advantages of new
teaching-learning methodologies and learning objectives in
relationship with linguistic development, and discover the
challenges that students face when learning English as a foreign
language. This may include analyzing student perceptions, levels of
motivation, and engagement in the learning process. The study will
also consider how technology can be used to enhance the teaching-
learning experience for students. Overall, the data collected from this
research project will provide valuable insights into how universities
can improve their English language programs and better support
their students.

The structure of this project was that of observations. First,
observation sheets were given to instructors of the English courses.
Afterward, surveys were provided to each student. Finally, in-class
observations were conducted to validate the results of the study. All
these steps created a critical-evaluative analysis of the educational
proposal in terms of the student's development of communicative
competence for the University of Guayaquil's civil engineering
program.

This research report outlines my personal interest and justification
for conducting this study. Afterward, research questions and
objectives are presented. Then, theoretical backgrounds are
explained that will be used to analyze the teaching currently used
within the English department. The methodology section includes a
description of the research approach, type, and tools. The study is
then presented with practical information on how the study was
conducted and carried out. After the study, results and an overall
discussion on the observations can be found. Finally, the conclusion
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which provides the final thoughts on the findings of this study is
shown, and then the bibliography and appendix.

Behaviorist linguists like Thorndike (1921), Watson (1925), and
Skinner (1957) contributed to the common understanding of learning
in the first half of the 20th century by characterizing a system of
behavioral responses to physical inputs. They thought that the
formation of habits, operant conditioning, and reinforcements was
key to the development of stimulus-response associations, with an
emphasis on successful error-free learning in small, deliberate steps
and stages. Therefore, drill practice and imitation of language
learning would then be used to create, establish, and reinforce new
habits.

Furthermore, according to behaviorist learning theory, from
Skinner's work in 1968, learning is measured by how a learner
changes their behavior, and learning environments should focus on
behavior modification. This theory’s educational implications
include material presentation, question posing, and feedback to elicit
learner responses, as well as rewarding accurate responses and
repeating the cycle for effective learning. To sum up, Behaviorism
is the methodology of repeated practice and being rewarded to learn
the target language.

Materials and methods

Questionnaires and observation sheets were used for the analysis,
from which concepts and results will be presented. Two
questionnaires will be conducted for data collection: one focused on
fourth-level English professors and another focused on eighty-seven
students. Regarding to the methods, for the research was used a
qualitative approach, to develop the following descriptions:
Description of the research approach, Description of the research
type and Description of the research tools as the proposed
methodology follows the communicative approach, focusing on
student-centered learning and real-life communication situations to
enhance social interaction.

Results

English is the third most spoken language in the world, so mastering
this language will be very useful when getting new job opportunities
or applying for an international scholarship. Then, the response of
4.60%, from 4 students, indicates that their motivation to study
English is the taste or interest they have for the subject. This may be
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an indicator that the type of methodology used to teach the language
does not include sufficient parameters to foster personal stimulation,
and that the affective filter has not been activated in the learning
lessons that the students have received. Finally, the smallest
percentage corresponds to 3.45%, 3 students, who indicate that their
learning motive is to pass the levels as a requirement to be able to
graduate from their respective careers.

Regarding English level proficiency concerns the ability that
students must have to take an international exam that certifies them
as formal language users. The most notable result was 85.06%,
issued by 74 students, who consider that they are not ready to take
an international exam such as the TOEFL or the FCE; This is due —
according to their answers— to the fact that their level of vocabulary,
grammatical structures and both reading and writing skills are not at
a satisfactory level. It should be mentioned that the mentioned exams
certify a student as an independent user of the language at level B2,
and the fourth level of the English subject in the Professional Careers
of the University of Guayaquil reaches level B1, so the answer is
understandable.

The percentage with the lowest value is 14.94% and corresponds to
13 students, who consider that they are ready to take the exam. The
fact that a student is willing to take an exam is a great incentive for
the Degree, since it is understood that he feels confident in the work
that has been done during the teaching-learning process. To
continue, the question related to language skills is mentioned. This
parameter considers the four fundamental language skills (speaking,
reading, writing, and listening) and indicates the percentage of
language proficiency according to the study participants. The result
with the highest percentage is the one that goes from 70% to 90%.
This data corresponds to 44.83%, that is, 39 students surveyed.
Students in this category state that the skills they master best are
speaking, or the ability to speak.

This result correlates with general grades obtained by students in
their final oral exams. In which most students exceed seven points
out of ten. Moreover, these marks reflect that students have a good
standard pronunciation and that they maintain correct intonation
when expressing their ideas. Students can be classified as
independent users of the language, who can hold a conversation on
familiar and everyday topics for them.

Regarding listening and reading, students have an acceptable level
of comprehension in both skills. This was observed in the classes
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visited, since in each one it was verified that 100% of the students
understood the instructions they heard from their professors.

Regarding reading, the results of the final exams reflect that students
understand what they read in approximately 70%. Within reading
comprehension, activities such as understanding main and secondary
ideas and inferences from the reading must be considered. 33.33%
of the observed classes used readings as part of the lesson, and it was
observed that students participate in class and offer answers related
to the previous activities.

On the other hand, the correction techniques used in most cases are
permanent feedback. Professors correct their students constantly and
immediately during their classes; however, they do not do so
impertinently. The corrections are made in a written and verbal way,
in an atmosphere of respect, so that the students do not feel
emotionally affected. To finish this topic, we will talk about the use
of the book by each teacher.

Regarding the use of the text, some similarities were found: 6 out of
6 participants use the book in part of their lessons. No extensive or
straitjacket-like use is made of the text. Each teacher takes the text
as a base, but includes additional activities, such as worksheets,
PowerPoint presentations, additional readings, and extra grammar
exercises, which is very useful for students, offering the possibility
of expanding their knowledge beyond the basics. that the content of
the book establishes.

Discussion

Regarding the formal and standardized evaluation system, the
Coordination of Foreign Languages has standardized qualification
rubrics in relation to oral and written production. All professors use
these evaluation parameters within their lessons and in the exams
that are taken in the middle and at the end of the semester.

In management, it is evident that all professors plan their classes in
advance, and that they carry out their activities within the general
guidelines proposed by the Coordination of Foreign Languages. The
schedules that have been established for the lessons are fully
complied with. All professors start and finish their classes at the
scheduled time, and class attendance by students is fulfilled
normally. If a student is more than 10 minutes late to class, they are
allowed in, but this lateness is recorded as an absence.

The way in which professors keep their record of grades is part of
the management. Each teacher has their own format for attendance
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and grades that must be delivered at the end of the semester along
with a portfolio of one of their students. The delivery of these
documents allows demonstrating the work done during the academic
year. It is also evident that the instructors teach their classes within
an atmosphere of respect and consideration, which is the basis of the
lessons that are taught and, according to the observations. The
professors are friendly and maintain good interpersonal relationships
not only with their students but also with their peers, colleagues, and
superiors. This allows the work and academic environment to be
conducive to the development of daily activities within the Civil
Engineering Career Department.

The good pedagogical practices that have been evidenced within the
department and have allowed the development of competences to be
holistic. The practices not only consider the command of English as
a foreign language but also considers other aspects, such as personal
ones, which is essential in the development of language skills since
it is important that students feel motivated.

References

Achilles, C. (2000). Let's put kids first, finally: Getting class size
right. California: Corwin Press Inc.

Bayyurt, Y. (2007). Nomn-native English language teachers’
perspective on culture in English as a Foreign Language
classroom. Taylor and Francis Online, 233-247.

Blatchford, P. (2003). The class size debate. Is small better?
Philadelphia:

Butt, G. (2006). Lesson Planning. Second Edition. Continuum
international publishing Group. London California: Pergamon
Press.

Carless, D. (1999a). Factors affecting classroom implementation:
Task-based curriculum renewal in Hong Kong. International
Journal of Educational Reform, 8§(4), 374-382.

Council of Europe. ‘“Languages are a fundamental aspect of
people’s lives and the democratic functioning of society”.
Council of Europe Language Policy Portal. Retrieved from:
https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/communicative/Source/Framework
_EN.pdf.

Crystal, David (1997). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language.
Cambridge University Press.

Crystal, David. English as a global language. Edinburgh:
Cambridge University Press, 2003.

23


https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/communicative/Source/Framework_EN.pdf
https://www.coe.int/t/dg4/communicative/Source/Framework_EN.pdf

Sinergias educativas

October - December Vol. 9 —4 - 2024
http://sinergiaseducativas.mx/index.php/revista/

Curriculum reform (2010). Retrieved from:
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-
content/uploads/downloads/2012/08/AC _2.pdf. Last access
June 30th, 2023

Education Ministry (2005). Ten-year plan 2005-2015. Quito:
Ministry of Education, electronic edition.

Education Ministry (2014). “Ministerial Agreement 0041-14".
Quito: Ministry of Education.

Education First (2011). Retrieved from:
http://www.ef.com.es/sitecore/  /~/media/efcom/epi/pdf/EF-
EPI-2011- Spain.pdf.

Enerson, D. M., Plank, K. M., & Johnson, R. N. (2004). Planning a
class session. A guide for new teachers. Schreyer Institute for
teaching excellence. The Pennsylvania State University.

Retrieved from
http://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/pdf/planning_a class_s
ession.pdf

Erton, 1. (2017). Types of Competence in Communicatives: A
Review of Processes and Their Implications in Human
Perception and Action.

Frost, Richard. British Council. 2004. Retrieved from:
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/a- task-based-
approach.

Ganshow, Leonore, and Schneider, Elke. “At-risk students and the
study of a foreign language in school.” Fact Sheet 25, 2005.

Haldankar, R. (05 de Agosto de 2020). An Approach to Enhancing
Communicative Competence and Performance.

Hargreaves, A. (1989). Curriculum and assessment reform. Toronto:
OISE Press.

Holmes, Janet. An Introduction to Socio-communicative. Malaysia:
Pearson, 2008.

Institutional Evaluation Policy for Universities and Polytechnic
Schools in the Higher Education Quality Assurance System
(2016). Retrieved from:
https://www.caces.gob.ec/documents/20116/142860/80/8003.
afsh/8003 1.0.afsh. Last access June 30%, 2023.

Joshi DH (2013). Importance of English Language for the Student
of Engineering. VSRD International Journal of Technical &
Non-technical Research.

Jumanazarov, U. (2021). Theory And Structure Of Communicative
Competence. The USA Journals Volume03Issue04-2021, 03.

24


https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2012/08/AC_2.pdf
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2012/08/AC_2.pdf
http://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/pdf/planning_a_class_session.pdf
http://www.schreyerinstitute.psu.edu/pdf/planning_a_class_session.pdf
https://www.caces.gob.ec/documents/20116/142860/80/8003.afsh/8003_1.0.afsh
https://www.caces.gob.ec/documents/20116/142860/80/8003.afsh/8003_1.0.afsh

Sinergias educativas

October - December Vol. 9 —4 - 2024
http://sinergiaseducativas.mx/index.php/revista/

Krashen, Stephen D. (1987). Principles and Practice in Second
Language Acquisition. Prentice-Hall International.
Krashen, Stephen D. (1988). Second Language Acquisition and
Second Language Learning. Prentice-Hall International.
Krashen, Stephen. (1982). Principles and Practices in second
language acquisition.

Larsen-Freeman, D. (2000). Techniques and principles in language
teaching. Oxford University Press.

Lehmann, C. (2007). Communicative competence: Theory and
empiry. Research gate, 41(3-4), 223-278.

Light Brown, Patsy y Nina Spada (2006). How languages are
learned. Oxford University Press.

Matthews, R. J. (2006). Knowledge of Language and
Communicative Competence. Philosophy of Language,
16(Published By: Ridgeview Publishing Company

McKay, S. L. (2003). Teaching English As An International
Language: Rethinking Goals and Perspectives (Vol. Volume
7). New York: Oxford University Press.

Mcnamara, Tim (2000). Language Testing. Oxford University Press.

Ministerial Agreement 0052-14 (2014). Retrieve from:
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-
content/uploads/downloads/2014/03/ACUERDO-052-14.pdf.
Last access June 30,2023,

Morris, P. (1988). Teachers’ attitudes towards curriculum
innovation: An East Asian study. Research in Education, 40,
75-87.

National Curriculum Guidelines (2014). Retrieved from:
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-
content/uploads/downloads/2014/09/01-National-
Curriculum-Guidelines-EFL-Agosto-2014.pdf. Last access
June 30, 2023.

Nisbet, R. 1., & Collins, J. M. (1978). Barriers and resistance to
innovation. The Australian Journal of Teacher Education,
3(1), 2-29.

Nordquist, R. (21 de January de 2020). Communicative Competence:
Definition and Examples.

Patil, M. (2014), Importance of English Communication for
Engineering students from Rural Areas and Its Remedies.
Shivaji University, India

Pefia, V. and Sanchez, G. (2013). Factors that affect English
language teaching- learning in Ecuadorian public high
schools. Quito: UTPL.

25


https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2014/03/ACUERDO-052-14.pdf
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2014/03/ACUERDO-052-14.pdf
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2014/09/01-National-Curriculum-Guidelines-EFL-Agosto-2014.pdf
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2014/09/01-National-Curriculum-Guidelines-EFL-Agosto-2014.pdf
https://educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2014/09/01-National-Curriculum-Guidelines-EFL-Agosto-2014.pdf

Sinergias educativas

October - December Vol. 9 —4 - 2024
http://sinergiaseducativas.mx/index.php/revista/

Punch K. F., & McAtee, W. A. (1979). Accounting for teachers’
attitudes towards change. The Journal of Educational
Administration, 17(2), 171-182.

Reimer, M. (2002). English and Communication Skills for the
Global Engineer, Global Journal of Engineering Education,
Australia.

Richards, J. and Rodgers, T. (2001). Approaches and methods in
language teaching. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Richards, J. and Rodgers, T. (2006). Communicative Language
Teaching Today. Cambridge University Press.

Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (2014). Approaches and methods
in language teaching. Cambridge University Press.

Richardson, V., & Placier, P. (2001). Teacher change. Handbook of
research on teaching (4™ ed., pp. 905-947). Washington, DC:
American Educational Research Association.

Stallings, J. (2000). Purposes of class observation. State
University.com. retrieved from:
http://education.stateuniversity.com/pages/1835/Classroom-
Observation.html. Last access: June 30,

Thaky P. (2014). Importance of English and Communication skills
for Technical Professionals. International Journal of Scientific
Research.

Waugh, R., & Punch, K. (1987). Teacher receptivity of systemwide
change in the implementation stage. Review of Educational
Research, 57(3), 237-254.

26



